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UM STUDENT WILL LEAD STATE COUNSELING ASSOCIATION 
MISSOULA-
Nicole Welch, a University of Montana graduate student from Livingston, is next in 
line to be president of the Montana Counseling Association. Her one-year term as president 
begins in July.
Welch, who is in her second year of study in counseling education, received her 
bachelor’s degree in psychology in 2000 from Gonzaga University in Spokane, Wash. She will 
be the first student to serve as president of the state association.
MCA, an affiliate of the American Counseling Association, has more than 300 
members, ranging from private counselors to agency and school counselors.
"MCA brings counselors together to advocate for legislation that supports mental health 
issues, to continue their education and to network with one another," Welch said.
During her term as president of the association, Welch hopes to get more students 
involved.
"I plan to work with universities across the state to make sure that students are aware of 
MCA, bring in new ideas, make connections and get involved early in their careers," she said.
As president-elect, Welch is busy planning the association’s annual conference, which 
will be held in Missoula in October. The theme of this year’s conference will be attachment — 
the study of the early relationship between parent and child and how that relationship affects 
emotional and social development.
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